
  
Dear Families, November 30 - December 4, 2020 
 

Rabbit, rabbit! There’s a European tradition that if the words “Rabbit, rabbit” are said on 
the first day of the month there will be good luck all month! Bring on good luck for December! 

This week’s math is focusing on problem solving. We’ve noticed 
many students need work on both multi-step problems AND 
communicating their math thinking.  The lessons this week are 
focused on having students slow down, go step by step, and 
think during each step.  Numberless word problems start out 

without any numbers, and go through critical thinking and use number 
sense to begin to break down what’s being asked and how to talk about 
the process of finding a solution. This might be different than how many 
children have thought about math so we plan on being patient and 
encouraging procedure and steps. 

We continue with non-fiction by learning about beavers! The beaver certainly takes its 
time to solve problems too, uses trees for certain functions, and has body adaptations specific 
to its needs! We can learn a lot from the busy, patient beaver. 

In phonics we’re working with syllables. Syllables are 
like the beats of words, and they roughly correspond to the 
vowels sounds in a word. Some students like to clap, others 
to tap, others to dance when finding syllables. Using bodies 
meets kinesthetic learners’ needs - get creative!  

We’re also starting a new social studies unit on 
economics - learning how money works (a complex system 
of trading) is an important part of becoming part of a social system.  We hope 
you can have some conversations around choices, decision making, money, 
wants and needs. 
 

This year because of distance learning, we are behind in filling out applications for free and 

reduced lunch benefits. We need ALL families to fill out this application, even if you know you won't 

qualify for free or reduced lunch prices. 

Please complete this application as soon as possible - our school funding depends on the 

completion of these applications. Here is a link to the online application.  

If you would like to fill out a paper copy, or need help with the application, call the school 

office at 651-293-8735. 

For Somali language help, contact Yusuf Mohamed at yusuf.mohamed@spps.org 

For Hmong language help, contact Chi Yang at chi.yang@spps.org 

Thank you for your help with this task! 
 

Scholastic News Code: sap1306 
Epic Class Code is: dqh8285 
  
General Information: 

● Thank Yous for Health Care Workers due Dec. 
4. Box is outside school office. 

● 12/22 Pajama/Comfy Clothes Day! 
● Daily Morning Meeting is required 

http://www.schoolcafe.com/spps
mailto:yusuf.mohamed@spps.org
mailto:chi.yang@spps.org


Please report IPAD issues by emailing or calling Saint Paul Public Schools Technology 
Services:    Email: familysupport@spps.org   Call: 651-603-4348 from 7 a.m. – 4 p.m. 

 
  

 
The 2nd grade website is https://www.spps.org/domain/237 

Jeff Budin jeff.budin@spps.org 
Maggie Killeen Maggie.killeen@spps.org 
Mao Lee mao.lee@spps.org  
Ruth Krider   ruth.krider@spps.org  
Ray Lynch (ELL) ray.lynch@spps.org 
Mary Bekele mary.bekele@spps.org 

 
Curbside Library Pickup! 

Students in Grades K-3  

Use this form to request books. It asks about your interests 
and the subjects you are  interested in. Parents and 
guardians should fill it out. Ms. Ferguson will make a  collection for you of up to 10 books.  

Pickup and Return Time: 11:00 AM to 2:00 PM every Tuesday  Request Deadline: 

Fridays at 3:00 PM 

 
Here is the weekly spreadsheet of Seesaw assignments. 

 

mailto:familysupport@spps.org
https://www.spps.org/domain/237
https://www.spps.org/domain/237
mailto:mao.lee@spps.org
mailto:ruth.krider@spps.org
mailto:ray.lynch@spps.org


 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SPPS will continue to provide free meals to 
students while they are in distance learning starting 
Tuesday, September 8. Meal boxes will continue to 
be delivered to homes as they were this summer. 
Free meals are available for any Saint Paul 
children 18 and under, and those with a 
disability enrolled in a school program. 
https://www.spps.org/covidmeals 

https://www.spps.org/covidmeals

